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NEXT NEWSLETTER 
April 27 , 2025 

DEADLINE for News:   
Monday April 21, 2025 

If you can get your items in earlier,   
it would appreciated. 

Get your articles to Sheila Albers  
7876 Ahles Road St. Cloud, MN  

Phone 320-251-7116 
Or e-mail: alberssheila@gmail.com 

MARKETPLACE NEWS 

Life is an echo.  What you send out, comes back.  

What you sow, you reap.  What you give, you get.  

What you see in others, exists in you. 

Carry out a random act of kindness,  

with no expectation of reward,  

safe in the knowledge that one day  

someone might do the same for you. 

Hug somebody today you  

haven’t hugged yet…  

It could change their day,  

their week, their life. 
The beauty you see in me is a reflection of you. 



ST. WENDELIN CATHOLIC SCHOOL ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE       

MARCH 18, 2024  

CALL TO ORDER     
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  A prayer was lead by Bonnie Massmann. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bonnie Massmann, Lance Watrin, Leanne Donnay, Corey Gerads, Amber 
Laudenbach, Todd Hurrle, Therese, Joe Watrin and Jason Salzbrun 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Routine Matters 
A.  PRINCIPAL REPORT 
1.   GRANTS 
a. VELA grant used for storage cabinets and Montessori materials-thanks to Keith Koltes and 
Charlie Dombrovski for installing these. 
b. RRR (Retain, Reward, and Recruiting Staff) used for adding staff and maintaining specialists 
and increase retirement payments.  
 

2. DONATIONS 
a. Knights of Columbus Meat Raffle 
b. St. Augusta Legion 
 

3. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
a. Financial Management-reviewed/discussed budget and teacher retirement account changes  
 

OLD/CONTINUING BUSINESS 
A.  CUF Raffle-didn’t quite meet the goal at $9940 
B.  Fundraising Committee Report-Spring fundraiser meeting 1/month. Classes will focus on 
collecting gift cards rather than baskets this year. 
C.  Enrollment-at least 33 students for K-2 which would require additional teacher to accommodate 
Montessori standards.  Working on this process.  
D.  Wellness plan in progress 
E.  CSCOE Marketing Grant 
F.  Bibs-“Future Student of St. Wendelin’s” to be distributed to newly baptized babies. 
G.  Newspaper ads were placed the Cold Spring Record and Tri-County News with one call to 
school from this ad. 
H.  New Brochure/logo-committee member will work on this 

I.  Tote bags-waiting on quotes-needs to be done this year per grant 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
A.  Enrollment for 25-26, working on registering current and new students 
 

QUESTIONS FROM ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS-discussed how to increase internet 
speed. Looking into this 
 

MEETING GUESTS-none 
 

CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS 
 

NEXT MEETING: April 15, 2025 
Respectfully submitted,   Leanne Donnay 
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SCHOOL NEWS 
The season of Lent brings opportunities for 
students and staff to reflect on the greatest 
gift, the gift given of Jesus.  Special activities 
include praying with our Chaplets we received 
on Ash Wednesday, Stations of the cross and 
other Lent activities.  
 

Recently we received a grant that allow us to 
purchase additional Montessori instructional 
materials as well as some attractive cabinets 
to store the materials.  The next time you are 
in school check out the cabinets in the coat 
areas outside the classrooms. 
 

Our fundraising committee is busy with plans 
for the spring fundraiser on April 26th.  Be 
sure to mark your calendars so that you can 
join us for this fun event. 
 

Anyone interested in enrolling a child in the 
preschool or K-6 program should contact the 
school ASAP.  We have have had a number 
of new families stopping by for tours and 
general information.  Our preschool is limited 
as to the number of children we can 
accommodate so don’t wait too long to let us 
know you are interested. 

Bonnie Massmann, Principal 
 
 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
The beginning of Lent brought a halt to our 
weekly bible stories and kicked off our daily 
chaplet, weekly Stations of the Cross and a 
deep dive into the Sorrowful Mysteries. They 
grow more confident each day, and some 
lead the prayers with a loud, clear voice. 
Except for the Apostles’ Creed - that one we 
need to say together!  
 

The end of the second trimester has us 
assessing everyone and putting more 
emphasis on producing quality work; 
especially with their handwriting. They work 
daily on correctly tracing letters, numbers and 
shapes, we continue to work on rapid number 
recognition, we have introduced simple 
addition, and have begun to practice and 
identify rhyming words. These last two 
months of the school year are geared up for 
some big advancements!  

Mrs. Haselkamp and Mrs. Gruenes 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS 
In the last week we have focused a lot on 
Lent and ways to prepare our hearts for 
Easter through fasting, prayer and 
almsgiving.  I asked the students to think 
about a change within themselves they would 
like to pray for.  I got some amazing 
responses I will share with you.  During this 
season of Lent, I would like Jesus to help 
me...... 
be more kind.  Hailey B. 
be stronger.  Kilian K. 
be a better listener.  Case E. 
be braver.  Eli V. 
be more like Him.  Ella T. 
be joyful.  Harvey L. 
be more like my Nana who goes to 
Adoration.  Ellie K. 
be more like one of Jesus' disciples.  Audrey 
M. 
be happier.  Levi L. 
be a better eater.  Jackson V. 
be wiser.  Clark M. 
be more helpful.  Caleb H. 
open my heart to God.  Nina G.  

Mrs. Matchinsky 
 
 

5TH & 6TH GRADE NEWS 
Students are continuing prayer through their 
Lenten chaplet, “Silent Lunch”, Stations of the 
Cross, and rosary. They will also be receiving 
the sacrament of confession at the Lent 
“Confesstival”.  These preparations during 
Lent help us all keep in mind the importance 
of Christ’s passion and death for our 
salvation.  
 

The 5th and 6th grade class is working on 
gardening plans for when we plant. They’ve 
been discussing soil qualities, plant choices, 
and plant needs. Depending on weather they 
may be out sooner than later to put up the 
bed.         
 

Have a blessed Lent! 
Mr. Walls 
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1ST & 2ND GRADE NEWS 
It is Lent!  The students have been busy 
learning about the passion, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus.  A few weeks ago 
Father demonstrated how to become a 
disciple of Jesus.  He would ask each student 
for their name and if they were a disciple, 
when they responded with an ecstatic "yes" 
he told them to take up their cross and they 
physically carried our cross to each station.  It 
was a beautiful lesson for the students to 
learn what it means to take up the cross.  We 
talked about how each of us have struggles in 
life but Jesus wants us to carry those 
difficulties with us.  After all, they make us so 
much stronger!  After that we talked about the 
three key sacrifices we make throughout this 
Lenten season. The students are busy fasting 
from temptations, praying their Chaplets 
every day, and trying to give more of 
themselves to those that need it!  
 
We are partnering up with the St. Johns and 
St. Bens nursing program!  Nine nursing 
students have been visiting with the first and 
second graders for a couple Thursdays 
throughout this month. Our students are 
learning a great deal about proper hand 
washing techniques, how to keep their teeth 
healthy by brushing correctly, and some are 
even learning about healthy eating habits. It is 
a real treat as both groups are learning so 
much from each other! 
Blessings,  

Rebecca Rebstock 
 

LUXEMBURG 4-H 
Luxemburg 4-H met on March 11th and had a 
guest speaker about wool production while 
we decorated pictures of sheep. The speaker 
described how sheep produce wool which is 
cleaned, combed and spun into yarn.  
 
Our next meeting will be Monday April 14th, 
6:30-7:30pm.  Students grades K-12 and their 
parents are welcome. We will do a short 
activity and then discuss possible community 
service project ideas. 

Jason Wurst 

3RD & 4TH GRADE NEWS 
The month of March we spent learning about 
Saint Patrick and some Old Testament Trivia. 
 We have been reflecting about the meaning 
of Lent and spent some time learning 
about how alms giving, fasting, and prayer 
can help us grow closer to Jesus 
this Lenten season.    
  
We have also been following the Iditarod sled 
dog race and learning about military 
time, multiplication, and gathering data from a 
table.  We were lucky to have a local musher 
come and give us a demonstration with her 
sled and dog.    
 

The students have started focusing on their 
creative writing skills and in one month their 
progress is incredible and their cursive is 
beautiful. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and 
prayers.    

Mrs. Deering 

 

 

BLESSING OF HOLY OILS 
Bishop Neary will bless the holy oils during a 
Mass at St. Mary's Cathedral on April 10th for 
use in parishes during the year.  These three 
oils are contained in the ambry located near 
the baptismal font at St. Wendelin. 
 
OIL OF THE SICK is used in the sacrament 
of the sick to "bring the strengthening and 
healing power of Christ". 
 
OIL OF CATECHUMENS is used at Baptism 
to remove original sin and for the anointed 
one to become a member of the church. 
 
SACRED (HOLY) CHRISM is used to anoint 
Confirmation candidates, also to anoint the 
hands of a priest and the head of a bishop at 
their ordination. This oil is used in the 
dedication ceremony of a new church.  The 
bishop anoints the altar and also the walls in 
12 to 14 places. 
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Recipe Corner 

Ron Albers  

STRAWBERRY-LEMON TIRAMISU 
2 lbs. fresh strawberries, hulled and quartered 
1 ¼ cups granulated sugar, divided 
4 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice, divided 
¼ tsp. kosher salt 
½ cup water 
1 (8 oz) package cream cheese, softened 
¾ cup confectioners’ sugar 
2 ¼ cups cold heavy whipping cream 
2 tsp. vanilla extract 
1 (7 oz) package crisp ladyfingers 
Sliced strawberries, for topping 
Garnish: fresh mint 
 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
In a 13 x 9 glass baking dish, stir together 
quartered strawberries, ¼ cup sugar, 2 Tbsp. 
lemon juice, and salt until well combined. 
 

Bake until berries are very soft and fragrant and 
have released ample juices, about 30 minutes, 
stirring every 10 minutes.  Immediately strain 
strawberries through mesh sieve over heatproof 
bowl, reserving juice and berries separately. 
 

Add ½ cup water, remaining 1 cup sugar, and 
remaining 2 Tbsp. lemon juice to berry juice, and 
whisk until sugar dissolves. 
 

In a bowl of a stand mixer fitted with a whisk 
attachment, beat cream cheese and 
confectioners’ sugar at medium speed until 
combined; scrape sides of bowl.  With mixer on 
medium low speed add cold cream in a slow, 
steady stream; scrape sides of bowl.  Beat at 
medium-high speed until stiff peaks form, 2 to 3 
minutes.  Beat in vanilla. 
 

Spread a thin layer of cream cheese in bottom of 
an 8 inch square baking dish. 
 

Dip about half of ladyfingers into juice mixture, 
tightly arranging in a single layer in pan, cutting to 
fit if necessary.  Spoon more juice mixture onto 
ladyfingers as needed to soak any dry spots.  Top 
with half of the roasted strawberries.  Spread a 
thick layer of cream cheese mixture unto 
ladyfingers in pan.  Repeat procedure with 
remaining ladyfingers, remaining juice mixture, 
remaining roasted strawberries, and remaining 
cream cheese mixture.  Cover and refrigerate for 
6 hours or overnight.  Serve chilled.  Top with 
sliced strawberries.  Garnish with mint, if desired. 

 

 

CHURCH CLEANING 
APRIL  2025 

GROUP 2 
 

APRIL 5 

Angela Moscho 
Beth Mueller 
Gary & Roxanne Plombon 
LaVerne Reinert 
Greg & Mary Schaefer 
 

APRIL 12 
Kevin & Diane Thole 
Steve & Pam Voigt 
Dale & Jeneen Albers 
Daryl & Janet Albers 
 

APRIL 19 
Jeff & Debbie Bechtold 
Joan Bechtold 
Deloris Heid 
Barb Kenning 
 

APRIL 26 
Terri Gill 
John & Linda Kaiser 
Karen Kuschel 
Dan & Lisa Lichte 
 

If you choose to come and clean on Friday 
night, please leave a note with what has 
been completed, otherwise please come 
on Saturday at 8:00 a.m. There is a note 
hanging in the back of church with a list of 
what needs to be done. Thank you! 
 

 

Goodness is about character—

integrity, honesty, kindness, 

generosity, moral courage, and 

the like.  More than anything 

else, it is about how we treat 

other people. 
 

Page 5 



GROUP 4 DINNER RESULTS 
Thank you to everyone who came and supported our Prime rib or Chicken dinner. It was nice to 
see most of you made it with the bad weather. 
 
 A big thank you to all of our raffle donors and Eileen and Rosie for putting it together. What 
fantastic prizes. Thank you for your generosity.  Congratulations to all our lucky winners.  
 
Thank you to all of the workers from setting up to take down. You all do such a fabulous job that it 
runs very smoothly. Hats off to the cooks Dan and Jason this year. With the wind they still served a 
tasty meal. A very special thank you to Eileen for the wonderful cheesecake. We thank God  for 
giving you such great talent.  Thank you Shelly and Kelly for all you do to help. Your work is behind 
the scenes but is very helpful to me getting the flyers out. Also to Emily for printing them in the 
newsletter. We would also like to thank our family. They are there helping every step of the way, 
even the grandkids have a hand in setting up.  Without all of you we could not do what we do. With 
everyone's hard work we made 5,949.00.  
 
Blessing to all of you, 

Dan & Pat Salzbrun 
 

RAFFLE WINNERS 

 PRIZES  DONATED BY   WINNER 

 $100.00 Cash – Hammer & Associates   Jim Hall 
 $100.00 Cash – Anonymous    Denise Brannan 
 $50 Cash – McStott Tower Service   Sheila Hopke 
 $50 Cash – Clean Earth Geo    Joy Horung 
 $50 Cash – Delux Liquor     Father Don Wagner 
 $50 Cash – Glenn & Dot Bartell    TC Shore 
 $50 Cash – Sandy Leach     John Harren 
 $50 Cash – Terri/Patti Brunner    E. Bancroft 
 $50 Cash – Clean Earth Geo    Marv Lommel 
 $50 Cash – Kevin & Julie Kieke    E. Bancroft 
 $50 Cash – Rosie Sauer     Mary Jo Klaverkamp 
 $50 Cash – McStott Tower Service   Nora Brannan 
 $50 Cash – Marv Lommel     Patti B runner 
 $25 Cash – Paul & Sue Massmann   Father Don Wagner 
 $25 Cash – Steve & Mickie Schriml   Marv Lommel 
 $25 Cash – Gary & Sharon Maus    Kathy Massmann 
 $25 Cash – St. Wendelin Knights of Columbus  Barney & Joey Kiffmeyer 
 $200 Cash – Mystery Gift     Ken Inderrieden 
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DIVINE MERCY 

Have you ever had a song verse run thru your mind, repeating itself time and time again? 

Most of us have, myself included. The song I was hearing over and over recently is one that has 

become popular of late in our liturgies, “Go Make a Difference”.  Indeed, don’t we all want to make 

a difference? That said, our Parish Liturgy Committee is attempting to do just that by promoting the 

Divine Mercy feast and devotion.  Hence, this article which 

hopefully will deepen your understanding while encouraging 

you to make Divine Mercy practice a part of your daily walk 

with the Lord. 

First off, the feast of Divine Mercy is relatively new, coming 

up on its silver jubilee in just a few weeks. Yes, come April 

30th ,2025, it will be 25 years since Pope John Paul II (now 

St. John Paul) in Rome, before a crowd of some 200,000 

people, canonized to sainthood, his fellow Pole, and humble 

nun, Sr. Marina Faustina Kowalska.  After this momentous 

event, he is said to have remarked, “This is the happiest 

day of my life.” Then just 5 days later on May 5th, (another 

silver jubilee) he proclaimed that going forward, each year 

the Sunday after Easter would be Divine Mercy Sunday, 

which this year will be April 27th. 

The feast is based on diary revelations about divine mercy 

received in the 1930’s by Sr. Faustina, during which, at 

different times, Jesus requested that a feast of Divine Mercy 

be established. Also approved by the Pope was the Divine Mercy image which depicts Jesus with 

His right hand raised in blessing with red and white rays coming from His heart signifying the blood 

and water which He shed for our salvation. At the bottom are the words, “Jesus, I Trust in You”,  

the very heart of the Divine Mercy message.  You’re likely well aware that this image is prominently 

displayed in our church towards the front on the St. Joseph side just behind the piano. There is 

also a smaller image just to the right as you come into church on the table by the holy water font, 

with small Divine Mercy holy cards available for the taking. 

Other practices associated with Divine Mercy include the chaplet prayer which is said on rosary 

beads, the Novena which begins each Good Friday and the daily 3:00 pm Hour of Mercy or “Hour 

of Power” as dubbed by Drew Mariani , author and Relevant radio personality,  in his book “Divine 

Mercy”. Mariani reminds us to “Pray Big” citing numerous examples of appeals to Divine Mercy 

powerfully answered going so far as to say the 2009 Miracle on the Hudson (the plane that crash 

landed in the Hudson River with all passengers and crew surviving) led to another miracle, a 

Miracle of Divine Mercy!!!  Yes, Mariani states, that although exceptional pilot skill surely played a 

part in the happy ending to this very risky crash landing, yet another little known but even more 

important factor came into play. He indicates the safe landing could well be attributed to the fact  
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DIVINE MERCY 

that a passenger had prayed the Divine Mercy chaplet the previous day during the Hour of Mercy 

and at the time of the crash landing (3:30 pm …midway thru the Hour of Mercy), that same 

passenger was reading Sister’s “Diary”.  Speculation?  Definitely!  Only God knows for sure!  But 

Mariani leaves little doubt that great favors can be obtained via appealing to Divine Mercy 

especially during the 3:00 to 4:00 pm hour and that he believes Divine Mercy played a key role 

in this happy ending!!! 

So how are we to respond to this feast?  As Fr. Joseph, MIC said in an article in the Spring 2025 

issue of Marian Helper, “We are meant to be the living Images of Divine Mercy, shining rays 

from our hearts just as Jesus does!” In other words, always reach out to others with the same 

love and mercy that Jesus so readily shows us! 

Hopefully the above has given you some of the basics about Divine Mercy and perhaps even whet 

your appetite to learn more. If that’s the case, please know there’s a wealth of information out 

there, whether it be pamphlets, videos, many books including Faustina’s “Diary, also the above 

mentioned “Divine Mercy” by Drew Mariani and finally the “By His Mercy” books  (series of 4 first 

printed in 2018) by local author, Tricia Walz. Walz’s series highlights how ordinary Catholics 

(including some you might well know) have seen God’s mercy in their lives. Check with your 

favorite book store or go on line to learn firsthand how to get these and other materials that are 

abundantly available.   

As we come closer to the actual April 27th feast day, please watch upcoming bulletins for more 

information on Divine Mercy facets. On the feast day, various parishes throughout the diocese 

(including nearby St. Mary’s Cathedral in St. Cloud) will mark the day with special services that 

may include Adoration, speakers, opportunity for Confession, private prayer along with the 

availability of a plenary indulgence.  Details will be shared as they become available. 

In the meantime, as followers of Jesus, no matter what we encounter in our daily faith walk, 

may our wholehearted trust in Jesus, enable us to live out the Divine Mercy message by 

emphatically saying time and again 

                                                           JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU! 

                      In so doing, you may be sure that you will MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

                                                                                                       

Char Volkmuth, 

 Member Parish Liturgy Committee 
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Luxemburg Lions Club 

Blood Drive 
St. Wendelin Church- Mary Hall 

22714 State Hwy 15 – Luxemburg  

Friday April 18th, 2025 

10:30a.m. – 3:30p.m. 

For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org 
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 

Or call Jeff Frank 320-333-2288 

 

 

 

 



Lux Lions Annual Easter Egg Hunt  

Saturday April 19th at 11:00 a.m.  

St. Wendelin’s Elementary School Grounds 

Take a picture with the Easter Bunny! 

Joah’s Ark Petting Zoo From 10a.m. - Noon! 

 

 

 

              

 Snow, Sun, or Rain! Dress for the Weather!  

           

 

 

Where There’s a Need 

There’s a Lion! 
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ATTENTION ST. WENDELIN PARISH!!!!!!! 
Governor Walz has proposed eliminating Minnesota nonpublic school funding.  
How does this impact your child?     Nursing services for annual hearing and vision 
screening, transportation for students in our bussing area and over $7000 each year 
at St. Wendelin's in textbooks, educational resources, iPads, Chromebooks, etc.   
 

What can you do?    Contact the Governor and state representatives. 
 

Every student deserves access to the resources they need to succeed, no matter 
where they go to school.  
Please take a moment to call the Governor's office and respectfully urge him 
to drop this harmful proposal. 
. 

Is the phone line busy? Here's what you can do: 
 Wait on the line 
 Call back later in the day 
 Leave a voicemail message if presented with the option 

 

Suggested Phone Call Script 
You can read from our provided script below or share your own thoughts on the 
topic—whatever makes you most comfortable. Reminder to always be respectful 
when speaking with elected officials and their staff. 
Hello, my name is [Your Name], and I’m a constituent from [Your City]. 
I strongly oppose the elimination of nonpublic pupil aid in the Governor’s budget 
proposal. These vital funds ensure that Minnesota children attending nonpublic 
schools have access to essential educational resources, including textbooks, 
counseling services, and transportation, like all other students in the state. 
Cutting over $50 million in aid per year would unfairly target these students and 
make educational choice unaffordable for many families. Nonpublic schools save the 
state nearly $500 million annually by educating kids outside the public system, and 
these cuts undermine that savings and the principle of supporting all students. 
I respectfully call on Governor Walz to drop this harmful proposal and urge 
legislators to reject any attempt to eliminate nonpublic pupil aid. Thank you! 

 

WHAT ELSE CAN I DO? 
EMAIL: After you have placed a phone call, send an email message to the 
Governor and your state legislators by clicking the button below. They need to hear 
from you! 

SHARE: Share the webpage URL below with your family, friends, fellow 
parishioners, and school community, and urge them to contact Governor Walz and 
state legislators, too. There is power in numbers! 

https://www.mncatholic.org/action_23393 
LEARN: Read our Inside the Capitol blog post on Nonpublic Pupil Education and 
Transportation Aid to understand the issue at hand and what's at stake for our 
students. 
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St. Wendelin Council # 17025 

www.K of C.org  Learn more about the Knights  
www.K of C.org/JoinUs  Online membership  
Contact Gary Maus, Ph. 320-296-6604 or  
Email: kofc17025@outlook.com 
 

 Did you know we have a local CATHOLIC radio station?! 
 K-YES Radio, airing Relevant Radio programming,  

can be found at AM 1180 on your dial.     

  

 

A great resource  
 to help you grow 

in your faith. 


